AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT

—Lighting devices and reflectors
—Tires

—Horn

—Windshield wipers

—Rear vision mirrors
—Coupling devices

—Wheels and rims

—Emergency equipment

(2) Intermodal equipment providers.
Every intermodal equipment provider
must have a process to receive driver
reports of defects or deficiencies in the
intermodal equipment operated. The
driver must report on, and the process
to receive reports must cover, at least
the following parts and accessories:
—Brakes
—Lighting devices, lamps, markers, and con-

spicuity marking material
—Wheels, rims, lugs, tires
—Air line connections, hoses, and couplers
—King pin upper coupling device
—Rails or support frames
—Tie down bolsters
—Locking pins, clevises, clamps, or hooks
—Sliders or sliding frame lock

(b) Report content. The report shall
identify the vehicle and list any defect
or deficiency discovered by or reported
to the driver which would affect the
safety of operation of the vehicle or re-
sult in its mechanical breakdown. If no
defect or deficiency is discovered by or
reported to the driver, the report shall
so indicate. In all instances, the driver
shall sign the report. On two-driver op-
erations, only one driver needs to sign
the driver vehicle inspection report,
provided both drivers agree as to the
defects or deficiencies identified. If a
driver operates more than one vehicle
during the day, a report shall be pre-
pared for each vehicle operated.

(c) Corrective action. Prior to requir-
ing or permitting a driver to operate a
vehicle, every motor carrier or its
agent shall repair any defect or defi-
ciency listed on the driver vehicle in-
spection report which would be likely
to affect the safety of operation of the
vehicle.

(1) Every motor carrier or its agent
shall certify on the original driver ve-
hicle inspection report which lists any
defect or deficiency that the defect or
deficiency has been repaired or that re-
pair is unnecessary before the vehicle
is operated again.

(2) Every motor carrier shall main-
tain the original driver vehicle inspec-
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tion report, the certification of repairs,
and the certification of the driver’s re-
view for three months from the date
the written report was prepared.

(d) Exceptions. The rules in this sec-
tion shall not apply to a private motor
carrier of passengers (nonbusiness), a
driveaway-towaway operation, or any
motor carrier operating only one com-
mercial motor vehicle.

[44 FR 38526, July 2, 1979, as amended at 45
FR 46425, July 10, 1980; 53 FR 18058, May 19,
1988; 59 FR 8753, Feb. 23, 1994; 63 FR 33279,
June 18, 1998; 73 FR 76824, Dec. 17, 2008; 74 FR
68709, Dec. 29, 2009]

§396.12 Procedures for intermodal
equipment providers to accept re-
ports required by §390.42(b) of this
chapter.

(a) System for reports. Each inter-
modal equipment provider must estab-
lish a system for motor carriers and
drivers to report to it any damage, de-
fects, or deficiencies of intermodal
equipment discovered by, or reported
to, the motor carrier or driver which
would—

(1) Affect the safety of operation of
the intermodal equipment, or

(2) Result in its mechanical break-
down while transported on public
roads.

(b) Report content. The system re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
must include documentation of all of
the following:

(1) Name of the motor carrier respon-
sible for the operation of the inter-
modal equipment at the time the dam-
age, defects, or deficiencies were dis-
covered by, or reported to, the driver.

(2) Motor carrier’s USDOT number;
intermodal equipment provider’s
USDOT number, and a unique identi-
fying number for the item of inter-
modal equipment.

(3) Date and time the report was sub-
mitted.

(4) All damage, defects, or defi-
ciencies of the intermodal equipment
reported to the equipment provider by
the motor carrier or its driver. If no de-
fect or deficiency in the intermodal
equipment is discovered by the driver,
the report shall so indicate.

(5) The signature of the driver who
prepared the report.

(c) Corrective action. (1) Prior to al-
lowing or permitting a motor carrier to
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transport a piece of intermodal equip-
ment for which a motor carrier or driv-
er has submitted a report about dam-
age, defects or deficiencies, each inter-
modal equipment provider or its agent
must repair the reported damage, de-
fects, or deficiencies that are likely to
affect the safety of operation of the ve-
hicle.

(2) Each intermodal equipment pro-
vider or its agent must certify on the
original driver’s report which lists any
damage, defects, or deficiencies of the
intermodal equipment that the re-
ported damage, defects, or deficiencies
have been repaired, or that repair is
unnecessary, before the vehicle is oper-
ated again.

(d) Retention period for reports. Each
intermodal equipment provider must
maintain all documentation required
by this section, including the original
driver report and the certification of
repairs on all intermodal equipment,
for a period of three months from the
date that a motor carrier or its driver
submits the report to the intermodal
equipment provider or its agent.

[73 FR 76824, Dec. 17, 2008, as amended at 74
FR 68709, Dec. 29, 2009]

§396.13 Driver inspection.

Before driving a motor vehicle, the
driver shall:

(a) Be satisfied that the motor vehi-
cle is in safe operating condition;

(b) Review the last driver vehicle in-
spection report; and

(c) Sign the report, only if defects or
deficiencies were noted by the driver
who prepared the report, to acknowl-
edge that the driver has reviewed it
and that there is a certification that
the required repairs have been per-
formed. The signature requirement
does not apply to listed defects on a
towed unit which is no longer part of
the vehicle combination.

[44 FR 765626, Dec. 27, 1979, as amended at 48
FR 55868, Dec. 16, 1983; 63 FR 33280, June 18,
1998]

§396.15 Driveaway-towaway
ations and inspections.

(a) General. Effective December 7,

1989, every motor carrier, with respect

to motor vehicles engaged in

driveaway-towaway operations, shall

comply with the requirements of this

oper-
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part. EXCEPTION: Maintenance records
required by §396.3, the vehicle inspec-
tion report required by §396.11, and the
periodic inspection required by §396.17
of this part shall not be required for
any vehicle which is part of the ship-
ment being delivered.

(b) Pre-trip inspection. Before the be-
ginning of any driveaway-towaway op-
eration of motor vehicles in combina-
tion, the motor carrier shall make a
careful inspection and test to ascertain
that:

(1) The towbar or saddle-mount con-
nections are properly secured to the
towed and towing vehicle;

(2) They function adequately without
cramping or binding of any of the
parts; and

(3) The towed motor vehicle follows
substantially in the path of the towing
vehicle without whipping or swerving.

(c) Post-trip inspection. Motor carriers
shall maintain practices to ensure that
following completion of any trip in
driveaway-towaway operation of motor
vehicles in combination, and before
they are used again, the towbars and
saddle-mounts are disassembled and in-
spected for worn, bent, cracked, bro-
ken, or missing parts. Before reuse,
suitable repair or replacement shall be
made of any defective parts and the de-
vices shall be properly reassembled.

[44 FR 38526, July 2, 1979, as amended at 53
FR 49410, Dec. 7, 1988; 53 FR 49968, Dec. 12,
1988]

§396.17

(a) Every commercial motor vehicle
must be inspected as required by this
section. The inspection must include,
at a minimum, the parts and acces-
sories set forth in appendix G of this
subchapter. The term commercial motor
vehicle includes each vehicle in a com-
bination vehicle. For example, for a
tractor semitrailer, full trailer com-
bination, the tractor, semitrailer, and
the full trailer (including the converter
dolly if so equipped) must each be in-
spected.

(b) Except as provided in §396.23 and
this paragraph, motor carriers must in-
spect or cause to be inspected all motor
vehicles subject to their control. Inter-
modal equipment providers must in-
spect or cause to be inspected inter-
modal equipment that is interchanged

Periodic inspection.
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